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HEPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Holme  House,  Hebden  Bridge. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hepton 
Rural  District  Council 


Sir  and  ( rentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  nn  Annual  Report  for  the 
Hepton  Rural  District  for  the  year  1943. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  .Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  10/44,  dated  loth  February,  1944,  the  report 
lias  been  curtailed,  and  is  an  interim  report. 


Extracts  front  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year: — 

Total  M F , Birth-rate  per  1000 
Live  ' Legitimate  ...  39  15  24  [ estimated  Resident 

Births  j Illegitimate  ...  6 5 li  Civilian 

\ j Population  12.  (X) 


Still 

Births 


1 Legitimate  ... 
^ Illegitimate  . . . 


0 0 0 { 
0 0 0 I 


Rate  per  1000 
(live  & still) 
Total  births  0.00 


Total.  .M.  F.  Death-rate  per  1000 

Deaths 04  .32  32  estimated  Resident 

Civilian 

Population,  lLOO 


Live  Birth  Rate  (Eng.  A Wales)  16.5  per  1000  Civilian  Pop’n 
Still  Birth  Rate  ,,  0.54  ,, 

Death  Rate  ,,  12.1  ,,  ,, 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Total  (live  & still)  Births 
Deaths  Rate  per  1000 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  0.00  0.00 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes  0.00  0.00 

Deaths  cf  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: — 

Legitimate  Total  3 Males  3 Females  0. 

Illegitimate  Total  0 Males  0 Females  0. 

Death  liate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1000  live 
births : — 

Legitimate  76.92.  Illegitimate  0.00  All  Infants  66.66. 
Death  Kate  Infants  under  1 year  per  1000  live  births: — 


England  and  Wales  4 ) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  0 

,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  7 

,,  Heart  Disease  (all  ages)  21 

,,  Influenza  1 

,,  Diphtheria  0 

,,  Suicide  0 

,,  Koad  Traffic  Accidents  0 

,,  Pneumonia  (all  types)  

,,  Scarlet  Fever  1 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  officer, 
who  also  .icts  as  Public  Vaccinator  and  District  M.O.  under 
the  Poor  Law  Act. 

The  Sanitary  Officer  is  a full-time  Officer ; and  other 
Public  Health  Officers,  such  as  Veterinary  Surgeons,  Public 
Analysts,  etc.,  come  under  the  control  of  the  West  Riding 
County  Council. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

This  is  principally  carried  out  by  the  two  District 
Nurses  attached  to  the  Hebden  Bridge  District  Nursing 
Institution.  These  two  Nurses  are  qualified  both  in  General 
and  Maternity  Nursing.  They  attend  confinements  at  a small 
fixed  fee.  Arrangements  are  now  in  force  whereby  a Nurse 
can  be  provided  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  for  the 
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nursing  of  infectious  diseases  in  the,  home,  in  the  event  of 
there  being  no  hospital  accommodation  for  such  cases. 

The  Institution  receives  a subsidy  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  towards  the  cost  of  running  the  Maternity  Service. 
It  has  no  connection  with  the  Local  Authority.  Mid  wives : 
The  two  District  Nurses  referred  to  are  the  only  practising 
midwives  in  the  area. 

Trie  Local  Authority  makes  no  subsidy  towards  practis- 
ing midv.ives. 

There  was  no  change  in  this  service  during  the  year. 


LAB  QUA  TO  II Y LABILITIES 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  carried 
out  at  the  x unite  Health  Laboratory  at  Wakefield.  Autogen- 
ous vaccines  and  sera  are  supplied  free  of  charge  to  local 
medical  men  requiring  same. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  your  Council  free 
of  charge  to  any  medical  practitioner  requiring  it. 

The  investigation  of  maternal  deaths,  and  cases  of 
puerperal  fever  or  puerperal  pyrexia,  is  undertaken  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  an  Ambulance  from 
the  Fever  Hospital  free  of  charge.  Non-inf ectious  and 
accident  cases  are  removed  by  an  ambulance  jointly  owned 
by  the  Hepton  Rural  Council  and  Hebden  Boyd  Urban 
Council.  Subscribers  to  the  Hebden  Bridge  and  District- 
Nursing  Institution  are  entitled  to  free  use  of  the  Ambulance 
— there  is  a nominal  charge  made  for  non-subscribers.  The 
present  Clift  Ambulance  is  in  my  opinion,  no  longer  suitable 
lor  the  work  in  this  area. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

There  is  a Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  estab- 
lished in  Hebden  Bridge.  A Clinic  for  mothers  and  babies 
is  held  once  weekly,  under  the  supervision  of  a Lady  Doctor 
and  two  Nurses/  The  attendances  at  this  Clinic  have 
increased  considerably  in  recent  years.  An  additional  Clinic 
is  held  in  Hebden  Bridge  on  Thursdays  at  ‘2  p.m.  for 
evacuees  and  school  children. 


An  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  bi-monthly  and  is  being  well 
attended.  It  is  under  the  supervision  of  a Ladv  Doctor,  and 
is  held  on  the  second  and  last  Friday  of  each  month  at  1-30 
p.m. 

School  Clinics  are  held  twice  weekly,  Monday  and 
Friday,  9 a.m.  to  11  a.m.,  at  this  Centre,  and  are  attended 
by  the  Health  Nurse. 

Anangements  have  been  made  by  the  County  Council 
wherebv  pre-school  and  school  children  can  be  immunised 
free  of  charge  either  at  suitable  centres  or  at  the  schools  or 
by  their  own  medical  attendant. 

The  " Wellcome  " Diphtheria.  Prophylactic  A.P.T.  is 
used  tor  inoculation,  and  two  injections  are  given  at  monthly 
intervals.  The  results  so  far  as  1 can  ascertain  have  been 
excellent. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  held  weekly  at  both  Tod- 
morden  and  Sowerby  Bridge.  The  distance  to  either  of  these 
dispensaries  is  about  four  miles  from  most  parts  of  this  area. 

The  nearest  treatment  centre  for  venereal  diseases  is  at 
the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary.  Other  free  treatment  Clinics 
being  at  Burnley  and  Keighley 

The  Clinics  referred  to  are  under  the  control  of  the 
West  Riding  County  Council 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  health  of  the  district  was  on  the  whole  good  through- 
out the  year,  and  there  were  no  serious  epidemics.  Five 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  These 
cases  were  of  a sporadic  type,  occurring  as  single  incidents 
throughout  the  year.  No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified 
during  the  year.  There  was  a slight  epidemic  of  Measles 
during  the  first-  four  months  of  the  year  when  23  of  the  25 
cases  of  Measles  notified  occurred.  During  this  period  the 
Infants’  Department  of  Packet  School  was  closed  and  dis- 
infected, as  the  scholars  attending  this  department  were 
mainly  affected.  The  number  of  Measles  notified  does  not, 
I believe,  at  all  cover  the  number  of  cases  occurring  as 
many  parents  do  not  realise  the  seriousness  of  the  disease,  or 
the  necessity  for  calling  the  family  doctor  now  that  the 
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disease  is  compulsorily  notifiable.  This  being  so  the  control 
of  this  disease  and  prevention  of  epidemics  becomes  well  nigh 
impossible.  During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  there  were 
many  cases  of  Jaundice,  this  disease  tending  to  become 
epidemic  in  some  districts  of  the  area ; adults  and  school 
children  being  affected.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  there 
was  a slight  epidemic  of  Influenza  of  a mild  type,  with  no 
serious  complications.  Scabies  proved  troublesome  during 
the  year,  especially  by  recurring  in  cases  previously  treated 
and  believed  cured.  i8  cases  notified  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  were  treated  free  of  charge  at  the  General 
Hospital,  Halifax,  Treatment  Centre,  Out-Patients’  Depart- 
ment. Pull  advantage  is  not  yet  being  taken  by  those 
affected  of  the  facilities  provided  for  the  treatment  of  this 
disease.  In  connection  with  the  campaign  against  Scabies 
during  the  year  a Ministry  of  Information  film  entitled 
Scabies  " was  shown  in  June  to  Doctors,  Nurses,  Hostel 
Staff’s,  Health  Department  Officials  and  members  of  the 
First  Aid  C.D.  Forces  in  this  area.  The  campaign  against 
Diphtheria  was  carried  01T successfully  throughout  the  year, 
and  on  Deember  31st,  1943,  65.65  per  cent,  of  the  under 
5 group  and  98.44  per  cent,  of  the  5-15  group  of  the  child 
population  of  the  area  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria, 
which  is  a very  satisfactory  figure.  Propaganda  against 
V.D.  was  carried  out  by  the  distribution  of  leaflets  and 
posters. 


/ ' 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING 

THE 

YEAR 

1943 

Total 

Cases 

Cases 

admitted 

Total 

DISEASE 

lotified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Smallpox  

0 . 

. o .. 

. 0 

Scarlet,  Fever  

5 

5 

. 0 

Diphtheria  

0 . 

. 0 .. 

. 0 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

0 .. 

, 0 .. 

. 0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 . 

. 0 .. 

. 0 

Pneumonia  

2 

. 0 .. 

. 1 

Ervsipelas  

i . 

. 0 .. 

. 0 

Whooping  Cough  

4 . 

. 0 .. 

. 0 

Measles  

25  . 

. 0 .. 

. 0 

Ophthalmia  Xoenatorum  

0 . 

. 0 .. 

. 0 

Disease. 

Age  Periods. 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

or  over 

Scarlet  F ever 

Diphtheria  . . 

Enteric  Fever 

Pneumonia  . . 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Smallpox  .... 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

1 

1 

3 



1 

1 

i 

1 

11 

3 

8 

2 

1 

1 

2 

8 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

Xu  action  was  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1986. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1943. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary . 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

5 

10  

15 

20 

25 

35 

45  

55  

65  and  upwards 

1 

' * • 

1 

• • • 

1 

1 

1 

.. 

1 

"l 

To  la  Is 

1 

1 

l 

2 

o ! i 

0 

1 

There  were  2 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year, 
and  both  of  these  cases  had  been  notified. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF 
TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1928 

No  action  was  deemed  necessary  to  be  taken  under 
these  Regulations. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  172 

No  action  lias  been  found  necessary  to  be  taken  under 
lliis  Section  during  1943. 
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EVACUATION 

1943  was  a quieter  year  as  far  as  the  reception  of 
evacuees  was  concerned,  only  one  organised  parta  coming 
from  Brighton  on  1.1th  May,  when  12  unaccompanied 
children  arrived. 

7 adults  and  10  children  from  various  evacuation  areas 
were  received  into  the  district  under  the  private  arrange- 
ments scheme. 

Accommodation  for  12  workmen  coming  into  the  district 
w as  also  provided. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  local  W.V.S.,  a very  happy 
Christmas  1 arty  was  organised  at  the  Heptonstall  British 
Restaurant  when  some  200  guests  had  a very  happy  time. 

The  Billeting-  Tribunal  met  on  one  occasion  when  one 
decision  was  made. 

There  were  157  evacuees  in  the  district  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  compared  with  133  in  December,  1943. 

1 have  been  most  impressed  by  the  improvement  in  the 
general  health  and  physique  of  the  evacuees,  a real  tribute  to 
the  care  bestowed  upon  them  by  the  people  of  the  district. 

Burnside  Sick  Bay. — Accommodation  here  was  much  in 
demand  throughout  the  year,  and  proved  of  great  benefit  to 
evacuees  in  the  region,  minor  sick  and  non-infectious  cases, 
also  convalescent  cases  being  nursed  back  to  health. 

Slater  Ing  Hostel. — Slater  Ing  Hostel,  which  was 
opend  in  May,  1942,  as  a special  Hostel  for  treating  boys 
under  11  suffering  from  enuresis,  was  closed  in  August,  1943. 

A number  of  evacuees  also  received  treatment  at  Milner 
lloyd  Skin  Disease  Hostel,  and  use  was  made  of  the  Short- 
Stay  Hostel  at  Oats  Royd. 

I have  the  honour,  Gentlemen,  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  JOSEPH  DOWDALL, 


M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.C., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HEPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1943 


Health  Department, 

District  Bank  Chambers, 

Hebden  Bridge. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hepton  Rural 
District  Council 


Sir  and  Members, — 

1 beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  the  Hepton  Rural  District  Council,  in  which  you  will  find 
a brief  review  of  the  work  of  the  Department  and  the  sanitary 
conditions  in  the  area  during  the  year  1943. 

As  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  much  of  the 
detailed  inf c rmation  has  been  omitted  and  only  matters  of 
special  interest  have  been  included. 

1 would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Chairman  and  Members  for  the  help  and  assistance  always 
so  readily  given  in  the  carrying  out  of  my  duties. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  WILKINSON, 

M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert. S. I., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Water  Supplies 

The  increased  consumption  of  water  in  the  village  of 
Heptonstall  is  evidenced  by  the  following  figures  which  give 
the  annual  consumption  since  the  installation  of  the  supply. 


1,939,000  gallons 


19.33-4 

1934- 5 

1935- 0 
1930-7 

1937- 8 

1938- 9 

1939- 40 

1940- 1 

1941- 8 

1942- 3 


432, 000 

2.320.000 

2.828.000 

2.326.000 

2.445.000 

3.656.000 
4,  (>01,000 

5.450.000 

4.897.000 


But.  for  the  foresight  of  the  Council  in  installing  a satis- 
factory water  supply  we  should  have  had  neither  a Housing 
b.state  nor  a British  Restaurant  in  Heptonstall  to-day. 

The  supply  failed  on  one  day  during  the  year  due  to  a 
burst  on  the  pumping  main  from  Hollin  Hall.  This  clearly 
showed  the  difficulty  we  may  have  should  the  hydrostat  used 
for  lifting  the  water  to  Heptonstall  fail  at  any  time.  It  is 
getting  worn  and  unreliable  and  consideration  will  have  to 
be  given  in  the  near  future  to  the  installation  of  an  electrical 
centrifugal  pump. 

The  majority  of  the  private  water  supplies  in  the  district 
are  unfit  to  drink  or  insufficient  in  quantity.  A general 
warning  to  boil  all  doubtful  supplies  has  been  given,  but  this 
is  not  satisfactory,  and  the  sooner  a satisfactory  public 
supply  is  provided  the  better. 

The  Wadsworth  scheme  has  been  revised  and  is  ready 
for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  Charlestown 
Supply  is  badly  sewage  polluted,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
Ministry  of  Health  will  sanction  a supply  from  the  Borough 
of  Todmorden,  negotiations  for  which  are  in  progress. 

Public  Cleansing 

The  work  of  Public  Cleansing,  Refuse  Disposal  and 
Salvage  Collection  was  carried  out  during  the  year  at  a cost 
of  t'893.  Although  the  district  is  not  under  direction  from  the 
Ministry  of  Supply  to  collect  Salvage,  the  following  was 
collected  and  sold  during  the  year:  — 
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Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

k 

s. 

d. 

23 

0 

3 

17 

.Mixed  Paper  

134 

17 

0 

3 

2 

2 

17 

Newsprint  

32 

7 

10 

1 

19 

0 

7 

Selected  Waste  ... 

17 

11 

7 

(J 

15 

2 

0 

Hags  

17 

8 

9 

0 

0 

i 

10 

Bones  

1 

2 

O 

0 

i 

16 

4 locks  

10 

12 

0 

0 

1 

• > 

14 

Baltery  Lead  

0 

18 

9 

0 

0 

2 

24 

Lead  Scrap  

0 

12 

2 

0 

t) 

2 

20 

Rolled  Aluminium 

') 

7 

0 

0 

1 

O 

Mixed  Copper 

and  Brass 

2 

15 

0 

9 

1 1 

3 

4 

Heavy  Iron  

20 

7 

8 

1 

2 

0 

0 

Canvas  

6 

12 

0 

.*) 

13 

0 

0 

Light  -Metal  

5 

9 

7 

9 

11 

1 

0 

Tin  

3 

3 

5 

1 

10 

0 

0 

Cast  Iron  Pipes  ... 

5 

5 

0 

0 

O 

o 

0 

0 

Hugs  

0 

18 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

Rubber  

3 

12 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

String  

0 

3 

0 

12 

10 

0 

0 

Kitchen  Waste  ... 

12 

15 

0 

74 

< 

2 

17 

£290 

18 

11 

A special  Book  Drive  was  held  from  21st  August  to  4th 
September,  1943,  and  an  average  of  4.1  books  per  head  of 
the  population  was  collected. 

The  Council  also  ranks  4th  in  the  list  of  all  Rural 
Districts  in  Yorkshire  for  the  value  of  salvage  sold  per  head 
of  the  population.  This  reflects  great  credit  on  our  house- 
holders who  have  maintained  a sustained  effort  for  the  past 
three  years. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Approximately  100  yards  of  sewer  has  been  laid  during 
the  year  connecting-  Burnside  Sick  Bay  with  the  Council’s 

i/O  t J 

sewer  in  Wadsworth. 

The  Council’s  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Kingdom 
Field  is  becoming  overburdened  with  sludge  so  that  it  has 
be  comp  imperative  to  obtain  a satisfactory  road  to  the  Works. 
Steps  have  been  taken  in  this  direction  but  a satisfactory 
solution  has  not  yet  been  reached.  It  is  a great  pity  that 
this  very  valuable  fertiliser  is  being  lost  at  a time  when  its 
need  is  most  felt. 
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Ii  is  very  necessary  that  a start  should  be  made  on  the 
Wadsworth  Drainage  Scheme  as  soon  as  conditions  permit. 

Housing 

The  housing  situation  before  the  war  was  in  a bad  con- 
dition but  is  now  much  worse. 

A start  has  been  made  on  the  lepair  of  a number  of  houses 
under  the  scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  but  this  can 
only  touch  on  the  fringe  ot  the  problem.  Xew  houses  are 
wanted,  and  wanted  quickly. 

It  is  a pity  that  the  long  awaited  Joint  Planning  Scheme 
is  holding  up  Post  War  Housing  and  the  Council  as  an 
Authority  has  taken  every  opportunity  to  urge  the  Regional 
Officer  to  press  forward  with  a scheme. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 
Milk  Supply 

The  supervision  of  dairies,  farms  and  milk  supplies  forms 
one  of  the  major  activities  of  the  Department. 

This  administration  has  during  the  year  been  seriously 
challenged  by  the  issue  of  a White  Paper  by  the  Government 
proposing  to  transfer  all  powers  relating  to  Milk  and  Dairies 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  This  proposal  was  strongly 
resisted  by  the  Council  who  resented  the  insinuation  that 
they  had  fallen  down  on  the  job,  when  in  fact  a great  deal 
of  the  blame  was  with  the  Central  Government  who  have 
not  given  sufficient  powers  to  Local  Authorities. 

There  are  115  producers  of  milk  in  the  district  of  whom 
II  hold  " Accredited  ” Licences  and  4 “Tuberculin  Tested” 
Licences.  There  are  also  a number  of  farms  at  present  being 
altered  to  satisfy  the  requirements  for  an  “ Accredited 
Licence.  The  following  samples  have  been  taken  during  the 


year. 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Coliform  Test 

Sat.  Unsat. 

Sat.  Unsat. 

Accredited  Milk  ... 

...  14  1 

0 0 

Tuberculin  Tested 

8 0 

0 l) 

School  Milk  

...  7 2 

0 0 

Other  Milk  

...  6 1 

7 0 

Farmers  are 

urged  to  consider 

now  applying 

“ Accredited  ” or 

” Tuberculin  Tested 

” Licences. 

The  question  of  the  introduction  of  compulsory  heat 
treatment  for  all  the  milk  supplies  of  the  district  has  been 
given  serious  consideration  during  the  year,  and  the  Council 
and  officials  are  unanimous  in  their  considered  opinion  that 
such  a step  in  this  district  would  be  most  unwise.  The 
reasons  are  briefly  as  follows:  — 

1.  That  all  the  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  from  producer- 
retailers  who  deliver  within  a few  hours  of  production. 

2.  That  the  Council  are  not  satisfied  that  in  view  of 
the  bulking  of  the  supply  heat  treatment  especially  by  the 
short  term  method  does  ensure  a greater  freedom  from  T.B. 
infection. 

8.  That  the  place  to  get  rid  of  the  tuberculosis  is  in  the 
cow,  and  that  a much  more  vigorous  policy  should  be 
operated  with  this  end  in  view. 

National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme 

In  co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
fisheries  and  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Leeds 
University  the  sampling  of  Producer-Retailers  has  been 
carried  on  since  April,  1943,  with  the  following  results: — 

Grade  A Grade  B Grade  C Total 
148  28  19  195 

The  scheme  has  been  of  assistance  in  helping  to  main- 
tain and  improve  the  quality  of  the  milk  supply  and  shows 
the  need  for  some  legal  standard  for  the  cleanliness  of  milk. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  Government  Slaughter  House  at  Hebden  Bridge 
has;  been  closed  down,  and  all  killing  is  now  done  at  Halifax. 

British  Restaurant 

The  British  Restaurant  at  Heptonstall  is  still  giving 
good  service,  and  during  the  year  111,130  dinners  were 
served. 

Nuisance  Inspections 

Total  number  of  Inspections  made  in  1943  for  nuisances 
only:  341  (not  including  Housing  Inspections). 

Nuisances  found  in  1943:  51.  Nuisances  in  hand,  end 
of  1942:  14. 
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Total  needing  abatement:  65.  Abated  durin<>  1943:  41. 
Outstanding,  end  of  1943:  21. 

Notices  served:  Informal:  41.  Complied  with:  32. 
Notices  served:  Statutory:  10.  Complied  with:  7. 
Total  number  of  summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings : 

0. 

Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  etc.:  Tents,  vans  and 
sheds:  Nurpber  in  district:  15;  number  on  register:  15;  total 
number  of  inspections  made:  21.  General  condition:  Not 
good. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Particulars  of  any  sewer  extensions  during  1943:  Bum- 
side  sewer  in  Wadsworth  completed. 

Details  of  any  portion  of  district  still  requiiing- — 

(a)  .Sewering:  Wadsworth,  Heptonstall  (part);  (b) 
Improvement  of  defective  sewers:  Heptonstall. 

Number  of  houses  not  connected  to  sewer:  90t). 

Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Particulars  of  any  extensions  made  during  1943  : None. 

Any  inadequacy  of  sewage  disposal  works?  Yes  ; no  road 
to  sewage  works.  Unable  to  dispose  of  sludge. 

Closet  Accommodation 

Number  of  privies  with  open  middens:  S. 

Number  of  pail  or  tub  closets:  489. 

Number  of  privies  with  covered  middens:  59. 

Number  of  water  closets:  408. 

Waste  Water  Closets:  0. 

Number  of  privies  reconstructed  during  1943  as  w.c.  s: 

0. 

Number  of  closets,  other  than  privies,  reconstructed 
during  1943  as  w.c.'s:  0. 

Number  of  additional  closets  provided  for  old  property 
in  1943  as  (a)  w.c.'s,  3;  (b)  other,  0. 

Any  special  action  being  taken  by  Council  to  secure 
conversion  of  privies,  waste  water  closets  and  pails  to  w.c. 
system.  If  so,  what?  Yes;  grant  of  £3  towards  each  con- 
version . 


Scavenging 

Js  public  scavenging  in  operation  throughout  the  whole 
district?  All  the  accessible  parts. 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of? 

Tipping  100  per  cent.  If  tipping  is  in  operation,  is  it  on 
the  controlled  system?  Yes.  Total  annual  cost  of  collection 
and  disposal  of  refuse:  £893. 

Particulars  of  any  extension  or  improvement  in  the 
service  during  the  year:  Area  extended.  Scheme  for  supply 
of  dustbins  instituted. 


Water  Supply 

Source  of  supply:  Public  supply,  Heptonstall ; rest, 
springs  and  wells. 

Bv  whom  distributed:  Council. 

Any  extension  of  supply  during  the  year?  Yes,  to  several 
houses  and  farms. 

Has  supply  been  satisfactory ? Piped:  Yes.  Other:  Xo. 
in  quality:  i iped : Yes.  Other:  Xo. 

Have  any  supplies  been  restricted  or  closed,  if  so, 
where?  Charlestown  water  supply  should  be  closed.  Sewage 
polluted.  All  users  warned  to  boil.  Negotiations  in  progress 
for  a supply  from  Todmorden. 

Milk  Supply 

X umber  of  milk  samples  taken  by  officers  of  your 
Authority  for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938: 
4. 

Xumber  found  adulterated:  0. 

Xumber  of  prosecutions:  0. 

Any  special  examination  of  milk  for  dirt,  e.g.,  sedi- 
mentation test?  llesazurin  test:  A 148.  B 28,  C 19,  total  195. 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  during  1943?: 

Xo. 

Xumber  of  cowkeepers  in  district  : 250.  Xumber  regist- 
ered 1,10.  Total  number  of  cowsheds  161.  Total  number  of 
milk  cows  1 120. 

Total  number  of  cowsheds  inspected  during  the  year: 

162. 
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Total -number  of  cowshed  inspections:  -197. 

Number  of  wholesale  traders  registered:  57. 

Number  of  retail  milk  sellers  registered:  53. 

Have  anv  retailers  been  removed  from  the  register?: 
No.  1 before  Committee  and  cautioned. 

Observations  as  to  structural  conditions,  cleanliness  and 
methods  of  production  and  handling  of  milk:  Conditions 
generally  are  fairly  good  and  are  improving. 

.Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-1942 — 

(a)  Production  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk:  Number 
of  licences  in  force  in  area : 4.  Samples  of  designated  milks 
examined  bacteriologically : Number  satisfactory:  7.  total  7. 

(b)  Production  of  “ Accredited  ” Milk:  Number  of 
licences  in  force  in  area:  10.  'Samples  of  designated  milks 
examined  bacteriologically : Number  satisfactory  21.  Num- 
her  unsatisfactory  1.  Total  22. 

(c)  In  respect  of  Pasteurising  plants:  Number  of 
licences  in  force  in  area  : 0. 

(d)  Number  of  licences  in  force  for  bottling  “ Tuber- 
culin Tested”  or  “ Accredited  ” milk,  other  than  at  place 
of  production  : 0. 

Meat  Inspection 

Any  public  abattoir  in  district?  No. 

Total  number  of  private  slaughterhouses:  2,  made  up  of 
1 registered  and  1 licensed. 

Number  unsatisfactory  either  as  regards  structure, 
position  or  in  other  respects  : Not  now  in  use  due  to  war-time 
restrictions. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924 

Meat  Marking:  Is  scheme  in  force  under  above?:  No. 


Other  Foods 

Number  of  samples  (other  than  milk)  taken  by  officers 
of  Local  Authority  for  examination  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938:  None. 

Number  of  bakehouses  in  district:  6.  Total  inspec- 
tions: 14. 

Are  any  of  bakehouses  underground,  if  so,  how  many? 
None. 


Schools 

statutory  Medical  Inspection  is  carried  out  by  1 he 
County  Education  Authority  in  most  of  the  districts,  hut 
that  does  not  relieve  the  M.O.H.  of  his  duties  in  regard  to 
sanitation  and  the  prevention  of  infectious  outbreaks  in 
connection  with  Schools. 

Number  of  schools  in  district:  5.  Number  visited  by 
M.O.H.  : 5.  Schools  closed  by  M.O.H.  : 1 (Infants’  Depart- 
ment, Pecket).  General  sanitary  conditions:  Very  unsatis- 
factory. 

Smoke  Abatement 

Number  of  smoke  observations  each  of  30  minutes 
duration  taken  during  1943:  5. 

Number  of  above  showing  excessive  emission  of  black 
smoke:  1. 

Number  of  cautions  issued:  1. 

Number  of  statutory  notices  issued:  None. 

Number  of  prosecutions  : None. 

Shops  Act,  1934,  Sections  10  and  13(3) 

Number  of  visits  paid  under  the  above  Act  during  1943: 
7) . 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  etc. 

is  this  class  of  dwelling  showing  signs  of  increase?  Yes. 
Have  Council  made  byelaws  undfer  Section  268(4,), 
Public  Health  Act,  1936:  No.  Ministry  of  Health  have 
refused  permission. 

Byelaws  and  Regulations  in  force  in  District 

Please  give  list  of  Byelaws  and  Regulations  in  force  and 
date  of  adoption  in  each  case:  Common  Lodging  Houses, 
May,  1928.  Building  Byelaws,  August,  1939. 

Infectious  and  ether  Diseases 

Diseases  especially  prevalent  in  1943:  Measles, 
Influenza,  Jaundice. 

State  months:  Measles,  Jaundice:  January  to  April. 
1 nfluenza : December. 

Any  disease  specially  added  to  notifiable  list?  No. 

Am  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  district : No. 
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Mortuaries 

What  accommodation  : (a)  for  accidents  : Lewis  Holme, 
Hebden  Bridge  (joint)  ; (b)  for  infectious  cases  other  than 
at  hospital:  None,  (c)  for  other  cases:  None,  (d)  for  post 
mortem  examinations:  as  (a)  above. 

Sanitary  Staff 

What  is  the  present  annual  salary  of  the  M.O.H.?:  £62. 
Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector:  Harold  Wilkinson. 

Annual  Salary  as  Sanitary  Inspector?:  £260  plus  £44 
bonus. 

Other  appointments  held:  Sanitary  Surveyor. 

Salary  for  such  other  appointments : £30. 

Any  Assistants?:  No. 

Is  staff  sufficient?:  No. 

Does  M.O.H.  receive  copies  of  memos,  and  circulars 
distributed  by  Ministry  of  Health?:  Yes. 

Supplementary  Remarks 

as  to  Sanitary  requirements  of  district,  suggestions  of 
M.O.H.,  and  extended  notes  on  any  of  the  foregoing  entries. 
Any  suggestions  as  to  need  for  County  Clinics  or  Dispensaries 
or  as  to  existing  Clinics  or  Dispensaries  : None  other  than  that 
the  general  sanitary  conditions  of  the  schools  should  receive 
attention  as  soon  as  possible. 


